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formerly very prevalent among the Kondhs, and, in the
middle of the last century, many villages were found with-
out a single female child in them. The custom of killing
the female infants also prevailed among the Todas of the
Nllgiris, among whom there is, even at the present day,
a very marked preponderance of males over females. The

Fig1. 45.   Yanadis making fire by friction.
institution of polyandry, in accordance with which, when
a girl marries a man, she becomes also the wife of his
brothers, is still in force among the Todas. It is, however,
noted by Dr Rivers that " there is a tendency for the poly-
andry of the Todas to become combined with polygyny.
Two brothers, who in former times would have had one